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March 2015 

 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
I am delighted to announce that the 30th Annual Meeting of the New England Conference of Music 
Theorists will be held on Friday and Saturday, April 24 and 25, 2015 at Boston University in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  I am grateful to the Music Department at BU for all of their efforts in preparing to 
host us, particularly Jason Yust, the Local Arrangements Chair. Attached to this message and posted 
on the NECMT website (www.necmt.org) you will find detailed local arrangements information, 
some of which is time-sensitive (regarding hotel rates, parking rates, and dinner reservations).  
 
In honor of this important anniversary we are presenting a special program entitled “Thirty @ 
Thirty,” in which thirty scholars will participate. The program is anchored by two panel discussions 
on topics inspired by NECMT’s inaugural meeting in 1986: “History/Ahistory of Music Theory” 
will be chaired by Daniel Harrison and David Kopp on Friday, April 24; and “Formenlehre in the 
Classical Style” will be chaired by James Hepokoski and Janet Schmalfeldt on Saturday, April 25. 
Other highlights include sessions ranging from “Texture and Timbre” to “Physicality,” and a 
graduate student workshop on “Sonata Theory and the new Formenlehre,” to be led by James 
Hepokoski.  All attendees and participants are invited to our annual dinner, which will be held at Sol 
Azteca on Friday evening following the conclusion of that day’s sessions. Please note that you will 
need to reserve and pay for your spot at the dinner by April 17 via our website (www.necmt.org). 
The full program and paper abstracts may also be found on the website. 
 
The Program Committee—Deborah Burton (Boston University), chair, Jonathan Guez (Yale 
University), Garrett Michaelsen (UMass, Lowell), Steven Nuss (Colby College), and myself in ex 
officio capacity—had the particularly challenging task this year of selecting both panel participants and 
regular papers from a record number of proposals (seventy-nine). Thanks go to all who submitted a 
proposal this year, and to the members of the Program Committee for undertaking this important 
work.  
 
If you did not renew your membership in the fall, or if you are new to NECMT, please take a 
moment to join our society. You may either do this directly on our website, or you may print a 
membership form from the website and mail it to our Treasurer, Scott Brickman. Dues are quite 
reasonable—just $20 annually for professional memberships and $10 annually for student 
membership—and a current membership entitles you to attend the conference. 
 
A current membership will also entitle you to vote in our upcoming online elections for the 
positions of President and Treasurer. If your membership is current then you will receive a reminder 
email when the ballots open approximately two weeks before our April meeting.  Sincere thanks go 
to this year’s Nominating Committee—Ira Braus (Hartt), chair, Deborah Stein (New England 
Conservatory), and Stephanie Probst (Harvard)—for identifying outstanding candidates for the 
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positions: Suzannah Clark (Harvard) and Ian Quinn (Yale) will be running for President, and Justin 
Lundberg (New England Conservatory) and Cameron Logan (Hartt) for Treasurer. Their bios may 
be found on our website. 
 
Finally, heartfelt gratitude goes to my colleagues on the Executive Board for all of their efforts—
Scott Brickman, who has served as Treasurer since 2012, and Frank Lehman, who has served as 
Secretary since 2013—and to William O’Hara, our website administrator, who has updated our 
website, which now includes archives and other interesting material. 
 
I hope to see you in Boston! 
 
With best regards, 
 
Midge Thomas 
President, NECMT 
 


