
October 2014 
 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Greetings during this lovely New England autumn! I am delighted to announce the 30th annual 
meeting of the New England Conference of Music Theorists, which will take place April 24-25, 
2015 at Boston University.  Jason Yust (Boston University) has graciously agreed to serve as Local 
Arrangements Chair.  In honor of our anniversary, the program committee has developed a plan 
entitled "30 at 30," which will involve 30 scholars presenting a series of regular papers and 
participating in two special panel discussions. In honor of NECMT’s inaugural meeting at Brown 
University in 1986, the panel topics are drawn from papers presented at that meeting: 
History/Ahistory of Music Theory, to be led by Daniel Harrison and David Kopp, and Formenlehre in the 
Classical Style, to be led by James Hepokoski and Janet Schmalfeldt.  As you will see in the attached 
Call for Papers, we are thus offering two ways of submitting proposals this year, for standard 20-
minute papers and for short position papers for the panel discussions.  
 
In addition to the papers and panel discussions, the 2015 meeting will feature a student workshop 
led by James Hepokoski on the topic of “Sonata Theory and the ‘new Formenlehre.’”  Ten students 
will be selected to participate in the workshop, and others may be included as auditors. The 
application process is described in the attached announcement. 
 
Submissions will be reviewed by members of the Program Committee: Deborah Burton (Boston 
University), Chair; Jonathan Guez (Yale University); Garrett Michaelsen (UMass, Lowell); Steven 
Nuss (Colby College); and myself in ex officio capacity.  Please note that proposals must be received 
by December 15, 2014.  
 
NECMT memberships cover the academic year, so this is a good time to review your status on our 
website www.necmt.org, and renew or join if your membership is not current. When you visit the 
website you will notice many improvements, including an interesting set of historical documents in 
the archives section, thanks to our new Website Administrator, William O’Hara. 
 
Even as we are busy thinking about our 2015 meeting we are looking ahead to the spring of 2016, 
for which we are exploring the possibility of holding a joint meeting with AMS-NE. I invite you all 
to consider whether your institution might be able to host this joint meeting.  It would be 
invigorating to be able to gather with our New England musicologist colleagues; please let me know 
if you might be able to help make this possible. 
 
We are excited about our 30th meeting, and we hope you will be a part of it! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Midge Thomas 
President, NECMT 
 


